A central thesis of his book is that language is an integral and inseparable part of one's cultural identity and community as it serves as a way of communicating with others. There are three significant aspects of language: (1) it is a vessel of communication between individuals; (2) it serves as a catalyst in the formation of images in one's mind; and (3) it is a way of transmitting ideals of culture. 4 In the words of Wa Thiong'o, Culture embodies those moral, ethical and aesthetic values, the set of spiritual eyeglasses, through which they come to view themselves and their place in the universe. Values are the basis of people's identity, their sense of particularity as members of the human race. All this is carried by language. Language as culture is the collective memory bank of a people's experience in history. Culture is almost indistinguishable from the language that makes possible its genesis, growth, banking, articulation and indeed its transmission from one generation to the next.
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In Wa Thiong'o's view, "language as culture" is the source of the African identity that outlines the experiences and history of the people. Once it is dismantled, it ultimately erases cultural values, history, and the cultural experiences of the people. Colonial rulers such as the British, French, Portuguese, and German sought to obtain wealth from African countries through various forms of rule including but not limited to domination, mental colonization, and military control. A central component of attempting to completely monopolize West African people and their resources was the use of language and culture. Colonizers infiltrated their cultural beliefs into the people they ruled by elevating themselves to a superior status and belittling Africans as inferior through the deliberate devaluing or elimination of important areas of African life such as arts, history, education, geography, language, dance, religions, orature, and literature. This attempt was met by opposition because many people refused to learn the English language. The colonizers implemented two plans of action: (1) they implemented English writing exercises such as reading books in English; and (2) in the 1950s colleges were started in Nigeria (Ibadan University College) and Ghana (Ghana University College) that were headed by the University of London, which further alienated Africans from their native culture, 6 forcing African peoples to learn the English language. These educational systems were developed to thrust the idea of European cultural superiority upon Africans. Another compelling factor is that these institutions were established mainly for males rather than females, thus creating a division between gender roles that were not prevalent before in Africa. Ultimately, the cultural influences of the British and other European powers' worldviews assisted in the division of gender roles in West Africa with regard to education. This chapter examines how British educational policies (i.e., Phelps-Stokes Commission) affected the development of colleges and universities in West Africa by doing two things: (1) examining how British cultural worldviews affected the West African family structure and women's roles within the Ghanaian community; and (2) by analyzing the ways in which women's roles were decentralized in the educational system because of cultural worldviews.
